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Assessing child stimulation at home at 5 years.

Childhood-HOME Record form.

Child’s name………………………………….                  BID No………………………………. 

Mother’s name………………………                                  Address (village)……………………..    

Family composition……………………………..              Language spoken……………………...

Mother’s current employment…………………..
Father’s current employment…………

Family ethnicity………………………………..

Child lives with (1= mother & father; 2= mother only; 3= father only; 4= other (specify 

relationship)…………………………..        His/her name…………………….

Childs birth order……………………….

Number of siblings………………………

Their ages……………………………….

Number of children at home……………

Mothers literacy level……………………

Fathers literacy level……………………

Date of visit……………………….      Start Time…………………..                  
Domains: Learning materials, Language stimulation, Physical environment, Responsivity, Academic Stimulation, Modelling, Variety, and Acceptance
Place a (+) or minus (-) in the box alongside each item depending on whether the behavior is observed during the visit, or if the parent reports that the conditions or events are characteristic of the home environment. Enter the subtotals on the summary sheet. Observation (O), Either (E), or Interview (I) is indicated for each item. 
General Opening question: We would like to know what, how, where, with whom does the child play with? (outside, with neighbours?)
I. LEARNING MATERIALS

1. [image: image1.emf] 

 

Child has toys which allow pretend play (bought or improvised) e.g building-(mud), baby-sitting, (dolls), cooking (tins), weddings (flowers & pieces of clothes), teacher, guns, aeroplane, cars. (E)………………………………………........................................
1b. Child plays with toys that allow pretend play even if he/she does not own them. (E)……               

2. Child has at least one puzzle e.g. luddo, snakes & ladders, cards (E).................................
2b. . Child plays with puzzles even if he/she does not own them. (E)…………………………
3. Child has a children’s record, CD or tapes………………………………………………

3b. Child to watches children’s TV programs on Eseza omuto, children’s news. (I)
3c. Does child attend a play group (I) ………………………………………………………..
4. Child ever plays with toys or games permitting free expression e.g. clay/mud, finger paints, play dough, crayons, paint and large pieces of paper, charcoal (E)………………
5. Child has toys or games requiring refined movements. Toys /material that encourage fine motor development e.g. small building materials, train sets requiring assembly, dolls with clothes that can be put on and off, coloring paper, crayons, scissors, and paper, and stringing beads, sticks, charcoal (E).....................................................................................
6. Child has toys or games which help teach numbers e.g. charts, puzzles with numbers, blocks, books, games, computer games, dominoes, and playing cards. Books alone are not enough (E)......................................................................................................................
7. Child has at least one children’s book. Books must be in a readable condition, they may be shared with other siblings, they must be developmentally appropriate (E)..…........
8. At least one non-religious book is visible in the apartment or home. May ask if not visible (E)………..

9. Family buys and reads a newspaper at least once a week. This may be borrowed from neighbor/old newspaper is also acceptable (I)………………………………
II. LANGUAGE STIMULATION: describes attempts by parents to encourage language development through conversations, modeling and direct teaching.

10. Child has toys that teach names of animals e.g. toy animals, books about animals, charts circus games, animal puzzles. (At least one of these item) (E)…………………………....
11. Child is encouraged to learn the alphabet. Any attempt is acceptable e.g. teaching her to print letters, writing their names, talking about or pointing out letters in books. Playing with a chalk/charcoal and board/floor, songs, rhymes, or computer games with the alphabet (I)………………………………………………………………………………..
12. How do you teach your child simple verbal/nonverbal manners e.g. thank you, I’m sorry, please, wanji (yes please); if it is not solely for commanding purpose (E)………………
13. Parent encourages child to talk and takes time to listen. Is the parent interested in the child’s experiences e.g. at school, a friend’s birthday, in the market etc. Credit if parent makes an active effort to have the child relate experiences (I)……………………..

14. Child is permitted choice in breakfast or lunch menu (I)………………………….....

15. Parent uses a correct grammar and pronunciation (as opposed to baby-ish speech) (O)…
16. Parent’s voice conveys positive feelings about child. Is the parent pleased with the child? Does she enjoy her and talk about her in a pleasant, joyful manner rather than talk in a flat tone which communicates “She’s here, so I will put up with her” (O) (could be elicited by bringing up a discussion about the child’s general conduct at home)………
III. PHYISICAL ENVIRONMENT: contains items which describe the physical environment as safe, sufficiently roomy, and perceptually appealing.

17. Building appears safe and free of hazards eg broken glass, electric wires, fire, sharps, open to a busy road, medicine, paraffin /poisonous material, collapsing roof/walls (O)…………………………………………..

18. Outside play environment appears safe not too near a busy road, no open sewerage, ponds, lake (O)………………………………………………………………………….
19. The interior of the home/apartment is not dark (walls are white) or perceptually monotonous has at least two decorations (mats are accepted as decos) (O)...................
20. Neighborhood is aesthetically pleasing (no lakes, ponds, no noise from clubs, welding, construction or carpentry, church etc) (O)………………………………………………..

21. House has at most two people per sleeping room……………………………..…………

22. Rooms are not overcrowded with furniture (O)…………………………………………

23. Home is reasonably clean and minimally cluttered (O)………………………………....

IV. RESPONSIVITY: describes caregiver’s emotional and verbal responsivity to the child and gives a general picture of the warmth in the relationship. Involve the mother and child in an everyday activity like say to the mother. Can you get him/her to show us his Sunday clothes, his shoes or any other physical item. Can you get him to show sing to us his favorite song, count to ten. 
24. Parent holds child close 10-15 min per day. This could be the father or grandparents (I)…
25. Does child sit close to the mother? (O)…………………………………………………..
26. Parent converses with child at least twice during the visit (O)…………………………

27. Parent answers child’s questions or requests verbally (O)……………………………….

28. Parent usually responds verbally to child’s speech (O)…………………………………..

29. Parent praises child’s qualities twice during visit (O)……………………………………

30. Parent caresses or cuddles child during visit. This can even be simple signs of concern e.g a mother gently tucking the child’s shirt in, holding him on her lap, holding a hand or a gentle pat/stroking on the shoulder. (at least one incidence) (O)…………………...........

31. Parent helps child demonstrate some achievement during visit. Note whether a parent consciously gets the child to sing a song, count, show how toys work, or anything that allows her to do something to impress the Visitor (O)……………………………………

V. ACADEMIC STIMULATION: describes direct parental involvement with the child’s learning and encouragement of the acquisition of skills and knowledge considered important by parent’s child development professional during the early childhood years.

32. Child correctly names at least one color (I)…………………………………………………………………….

33. Child is encouraged to learn patterned speech. These include nursery rhymes, prayers, songs, TV commercials. Item can be scored by bringing the child into the interview and asking him if he knows any songs or nursery rhymes (I)………………………………….

34. Child is encouraged to learn numbers (I)………………………………………………….

35. Child is encouraged to learn things like counting his fingers or toes, asking how old are you and demonstrating the age with fingers…………………………………………….. 
VI. MODELLING

36. Some delay of food gratification is expected. Does child snack any time he is hungry or whether house rules call for waiting until meal time (I)…………………………………..

37. TV or radio used judiciously (I)  ………………………………………………………….
38. Is the TV, or radio on all the time………………………………………………………….
39. Child can express negative feeling without harsh reprisal (I)…………………………….

40. Child can hit parent without harsh reprisal (I)………………………………………..........

41. Parent introduces Visitor to child (O)……………………………………………………..

VII. VARIETY

42. Child has real or toy musical instrument eg drum, piano, organ guitor, flute, or any toy that produces music eg radio, musical car (E)…………………………………………….
43. Child is taken on an outing by a family member at least twice a year. (I)………………...

44. Child has been on a trip more than 50miles during the past year (I)……………….............

45. Child has been taken to a museum during the past year. (Even the zoo in our case) (I)…...

46. Parent encourages child to put away toys or retire from play group without help  (I)……………………….................................................................................................

47. Child eats at least one meal with mother and father (or father figure). One parent families get an automatic minus (I)…………………………………………………………………

48. Parents lets child pick certain favorite food products or brands at grocery store. An automatic minus if child is never taken to the grocery with the parent (I)…………...........

49. Parent uses complex sentence structure and vocabulary (using concrete, or abstract clauses) (O)……….............................................................................................................
50. Child’s art work or clay models are displayed some place in the house (O……………….
VIII. ACCEPTANCE: describes parent’s ability to accept negative behavior from child as something to be expected from young children rather than as an act demanding immediate harsh reprisal.

51. No more than two incidences of physical punishment occurred during the past week e.g. spanking, or the parent’s definition of physical punishment. Did your child do anything this week that made it necessary for you to spank him/her? What did the child do and what did you do? (I)……………………………………………………………………..
52. Specify the physical punishments 1=slap (oluyi); 2= beat with a slipper, 3=(omuggo) beat with a stick, shoe, belt………………………………………………………………………
53. Parent does not scold, yell or derogate child more than once during the visit (O)……......

54. Parent does not use physical restraint during visit e.g. holding child in the lap even the child struggle to come down, requiring the child to sit in a chair to keep him out of the way, or jerking him back from handling items on a table or pulling him away if he tries to climb on the interviewer’s laps. Abruptly shaking, pinching, grabbing the child etc. (O)… 

55. Parent neither slaps nor spanks child during visit (O)………………………………...........
56. Parent’s describes child to be 1=calm & obedient, 2= active & obedient, 3=active & naughty. …………………………………………………………………………
57. Does the child choose what they want to do or do you always decide for them e.g. a dress to wear, when to play? (Controlling versus acceptance)…………………………………..
58. How is the relationship between you and your child? Is she close to you, do you share lots of stories, secrets, whispers, hugs? Are you the one she runs to when she’s hurt/upset?..............................................................................................................................
59. Do you have any photographs of your child? …………………………………………….
60. Mother has two or more photos of the child (more information on responsivity; observe the warmth and score responsivity & item 16 if not yet done.)………………………….....
61. Who watches the kids when you are out to work, shopping, visiting etc? 1= an adult, 2= child>8 years; 3= neighbor; 4= nobody……………………………………………………
62. Does child attend a Sunday school (Christians) or a kids Friday group (muslims)?

 Compute subtotals for each domain and the overall total score
	Domain
	Subtotals

	I. Learning materials
	

	II. Language stimulation
	

	III. Physical environment
	

	IV. Responsivity
	

	V. Academic Stimulation
	

	VI. Modelling
	

	VII. Variety
	

	 VIII. Acceptance
	

	Overall total
	


End time……………               Check for completion before leaving the home.
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